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HOYO HOYO  
Hearty & Unique

by Pat Botha | Photos © Quintus Strauss

W
hen writing reviews on 
the lodges Quintus and 
I visit, my starting point 
would usually be the 
name. The name often 
describes the area, maybe 
some kind of event in 
history, or it might even 
be descriptive of what 

makes it stand out from the rest. Hoyohoyo is a Xitsonga 
word that essentially means the enthusiastic welcoming of 
guests – and true to its name, upon our arrival at Hoyo Hoyo, 
it was the hearty and warm welcome that led us into the 
heart of this unique lodge.
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Located on the western 
border of the Kruger National 
Park and in one of the first 
private concessions awarded 
by SANParks – the 10 000ha 
called Mluwati – the nearest 
entry gate is Orpen. This area 
has a diverse range of fauna 
and flora, vast grasslands and 
breathtaking landscapes. 
The most southern baobab 
trees in the Park also fall in 
this area, and the abundance 
of big trees, like the apple 
leaf, jackalberry, knobthorn, 
marula, leadwood and sausage 
trees, makes this area a 
birding paradise. Two rivers, 
N’waswitsontso and Mluwati, 
run through the concession, 
ensuring an abondance of 
wildlife.

 Watch this!  Scan the QR code or visit 
https://youtu.be/WZNThiqZIno to watch the video: 

‘Hoyo Hoyo Safari Lodge’.

Lounge and outside deck.

The view from the main deck.
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The Tsonga-style domes with 
pointy thatch tops, looking 
a bit like beehives from the 
outside, blend in superbly with 
nature. The inside however, 
oozes five-star luxury with 
burnt-orange and earthy tones, 
supplemented by different 
textures to complement the 
building’s interior.

The main lounge and dining 
area’s roofing follows the 
dome-style with loose, circular 
open lapas, brought together 
by a wooden deck on stilts for 
a perfect eye-level view of the 
waterhole on the other side of 
the Mluwati riverbed. 
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The Tsonga-style domes with pointy thatches under a marula tree. A herd of 
elephant (Loxodonta africana) enjoys the marula fruit next to room 5.

The private deck outside the room.

The lounge. The lounge.
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Hoyo Hoyo has six rooms, 
accommodating up to 12 
guests (over 12-year-olds and 
adults), with no perimeter 
fences surrounding the lodge. 
You are therefore truly in 
the wild and can expect any 
animal visitor at any time while 
you laze your afternoon away 
on your private deck, facing 
the bush. 

The rooms are luxuriously 
spacious, and the modern 
stone en suite bathroom 
will help soak away the last 
bit of stress on the very first 
day. Rooms all have outdoor 
showers, air-conditioning, 
a hairdryer, personal safe 
and a coffee station, with 
comfortable seating on the 
private deck.

“You are truly in the wild 
and can expect any animal 
visitor at any.”

The rooms.

Modern-style stone bathroom.

Luxury accommodation.

View to the outside.

This bushbuck (Tragelaphus scriptus) 
visited us frequently during our stay.
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Scrumptious dinner menu choice.

The infinity pool on the deck 
ensures a refreshing cool-down 
on hot summer days. Dining 
is done here with an extensive 
selection of local wines on offer 
with the scrumptious dinners. 
Breakfast is served after an 
early-morning game drive and 
consists of fresh fruits of the 
season, cereals and cheese 
platters, followed by a hearty 
warm breakfast. 
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Dining and pool area.

Lunch is served.
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Ending dinner with a wonderful dessert.

Dining in style.

A choice of lunch and dinners 
are on offer, as well as a 
delicious, sweet treat to end off 
a perfect meal.

“Dining is done here with 
an extensive selection of local 
wines on offer.”

Five-star dinner.



KRUGER MAGAZINE  |  Issue 19 – Autumn 2022114

PRIVATE LODGE ‒ HOYO HOYO

Game drive with our professional guide, Moshe Shabangu.

Beautiful landscape appreciated on a game drive.

Lilac-breasted roller (Coracias caudatus).Elephant coming to greet us on our game drive.
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Two game drives per day are 
included, as well as extras, such 
as bushwalks and spa facilities. 
Hoyo Hoyo is also famous for 
intimate weddings, filled with 
the romance of centuries old 
African customs, including with 
beating drums and traditional 
song.

Thank you, Hoyo Hoyo and 
your marvellous team, for 
hosting KRUGER MAGAZINE 
and making our stay 
memorable!
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For more information visit https://hoyohoyo.com 
To make a booking email res@extraordinary.co.za or phone +27 (0) 11 516 4367

www.facebook.com/hoyohoyosafarilodge
hoyohoyo_safari_official

Sundowners enjoyed with our guide, Moshe.

Male lion (Panthera leo).

Spotting wild dog (Lycaon pictus) is quite frequent.

Getting up close with the Big Five.




